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SUBJECT: TOTH CASE: FINAL EMBASSY PROTEST 

1 . EMBASSY PLANS TO DELIVER THE FOLLOWING NOTE OF PROTEST 
TO MFA ON JUNE 17 AT SCHEDULED APPOINTMENT OF DCM WITH 
MFA USA DIVISION DEPUTY CHIEF KOMPLEKTOV (11:00 AM. LOCAL 
TIME). 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THE EMBASSY OF THE USA REFERS TO THE 
PROTEST DELIVERED TO THE MFA ON JUNE 14 CONCERNING THE 
DETENTION OF ROBERT TOTH, CORRESPONDENT FOR THE LOS 
ANGELES TIMES. 

IN SPITE OF THAT PROTEST, THE HARASSMENT AND ATTEMPTED 
INTIMIDATION OF MR. TOTH DID NOT CEASE; ON THE CONTRARY 
IT WAS INTENSIFIED. MR. TOTH WAS TOLD HE COULD NOT 
DEPART MOSCOW AND WAS INTERROGATED FOR TWO DAYS BEFORE 
HE WAS FINALLY NOTIFIED ON JUNE 16 THAT HE WAS NO LONGER 
REQUIRED FOR INTERROGATION AND FREE TO DEPART THE USSR. 

THE EMBASSY STRONGLY PROTESTS THE UNACCEPTABLE 
BEHAVIOUR OF THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES WHO HAVE ATTEMPTED 
TO PREVENT MR. TOTH FROM CARRYING OUT HIS APPROPRIATE 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AS AN ACCREDITED JOURNALIST. 

MR. TOTH'S ACTIVITIES IN THE USSR HAVE BEEN THE NORMAL 
ONES OF ANY RESPONSIBLE JOURNALIST, AND HAVE NOT 
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BEEN INCOMPATIBLE WITH HIS STATUS AS A CORRESPONDENT 
ACCREDITED TO THE USSR. THE EMBASSY THEREFORE 
REJECTS THE ALLEGATIONS MADE BY THE MFA ON JUNE 14 OF 
IMPROPER BEHAVIOR BY MR. TOTH, AND PROTESTS AS 
UNWARRANTED AND UNJUSTIFIED HIS BEING INTERROGATED AND 
PREVENTED FROM DEPARTING MOSCOW. THE EMBASSY ALSO 
STRONGLY PROTESTS THE REFUSAL OF MR. TOTH'S INTERROGA- 
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TORS TO ALLOW A CONSULAR OFFICE OR LEGAL COUNSEL 
TO BE PRESENT. 

THE EMBASSY NOTES THAT THE ACTIONS OF THE 
SOVIET AUTHORITIES AGAINST MR. TOTH ARE DIRECTLY 
CONTRARY TO THE LETTER AND SPIRIT OF THE FINAL ACT 
OF THE CSCE. THE EMBASSY REITERATES THAT SUCH 
ACTIONS ARE NOT IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF NORMAL 
U.S.-USSR RELATIONS. IN THIS CONNECTION, THE 
SOVIET GOVERNMENT MUST BE AWARE OF THE UNFAVORABLE 
PRESS COVERAGE WHICH THE INTERROGATION AND DETENTION 
OF MR. TOTH HAS ELICITED FROM HIS JOURNALISTIC 
COLLEAGUES, AND THE NEGATIVE REACTION FROM THE WHITE 
HOUSE, THE CONGRESS AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

FINALLY, WE WISH TO REMIND THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT 
THAT, IN CONNECTION WITH THE REGULAR DEPARTURE OF MR. 
TOTH, THE VISA REQUEST FOR MR. TOTH'S REPLACEMENT HAS 
BEEN PENDING FOR OVER ONE MONTH, AND WE EXPECT 
THAT THE VISA WILL BE GRANTED WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY. 
END TEXT. 
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